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At exactly 1056 hours on 17 May 1943, eleven Martin 
B-26B Marauders of the 8th Air Force took off to attack
power stations at ljmuiden and Haarlem in Holland.
An hour later, one of the aircraft, which had aborted

due to mechanical trouble, returned to the base at Great Saling.
Another 45 minutes passed as the ground crews began the
process of sweating out the return of the bombers.

The estimated time of return was 1250. It came and passed.
The tension mounted as more minutes went by, but the drone of
the Pratt & Whitney R-2800 radials did not come. By 1330,
with still no sight or word of the planes, the grim ground crews
knew that none of their Marauders were coming back.

TO RETURN TO THE SAME 
TARGET WAS SUICIDAL, BUT THE
MARAUDER CREWS HAD TO OBEY

THEIR FLAWED ORDERS

Crash-landed B-26B 41-31845 of the 322nd Bomb Group. The unit was activated on 19 June 1942 at MacDill Field, Florida, with the
Marauder. In late September 1942, the unit moved to Drane Field, Florida. The Ground Echelon sailed for the United Kingdom aboard
the Queen Elizabeth on 24 November 1942, while the Marauders went across via the Southern Ferry Route.
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Pickled Dilly, B-26B Marauder of the 332nd BG was photographed as part of a full effort
mission from Andrews Field. The British base was originally known as Great Saling when
construction was begun by the US Army Engineers in 1942, but was renamed Andrews
Field in honor of Gen. Frank Andrews who was killed when the B-24 in which he was
travelling crash-landed on 3 May 1943 in Iceland. 

Co-pilot Anthony “Tony” Alaimo was ejected from the cockpit of
his 450th Bomb Squadron Marauder 41-18086 Draggin Lady when
it went down after being hit by flak. Rescued by a German ship, he
became a POW. After several attempts at escaping, he finally
succeeded and was able to traverse a number of occupied areas,
get to Italy, and then to Switzerland, and finally to Allied lines.
After the war, he became a lawyer and was eventually appointed
by Pres. Nixon to a position in the Southern District of Georgia.

B-26B-10-NA 
41-18272/PN*Q Murder Inc. of the

449th BS, 322nd BG. Note the short-lived three-tone camouflage scheme.

German crew with their 8.8cm Flak 18/36/37/41 — the famous
“88” of WWII.  This weapon was most effective on medium and
high-level aircraft but that did not prevent the gunners from
blasting away at Marauders coming in at very low-level — often

with deadly results.

While bombardier S/Sgt. Ernest Pilot (admittedly a very strange
name) pays no attention to the “no smoking” rule, B-26B-20-MA
Fightin’ Cock of the 450th BS, 322nd BG, heads back to base after a
mission over France. As detailed in. the article, early Marauders

assigned to the 322nd BG mainly had short and
violent lives. A steady supply of newer variants
kept the Group going as new tactics were
developed to determine how the Marauder
could be best used. On 12 August 1944, Fightin’
Cock was bracketed by numerous flak bursts
that did considerable damage4 to the aircraft
while over Flers, France. With electrical system,
generators, and the hydraulic system destroyed,
the pilots managed to get the plane back to
Great Saling. The gear was manually cranked
down and then the pilot ordered the enlisted
men to take to their parachutes. The pilots got
the bomber on the runway, but then the B-26
began to skid and slammed into the control
tower killing John Walker and Bruce Taylor.

defenses were much stronger than any-
thing encountered in the Pacific, and they
felt that low level operations would give
the Germans just the opportunity they
wanted to shoot the B-26s out of the sky.

Despite the dissenting voices, training
went on and the first combat mission was
scheduled for 14 May 1943.

The target for the first mission was the
Velsen generating station at ljmuiden,
which had been attacked twice by the
Royal Air Force earlier in May. Twelve
B-26s were dispatched, one aborted, and
the remaining aircraft attacked their tar-
get through barrages of light flak at alti-
tudes of 100 to 300 feet. All returned to
base suffering some degree of damage
from the flak and one crash-landed, but
the crews were jubilant. They had laid

The story of the tragic ljmuiden raid had
begun back on 8 March 1943, when the air ech-
elon of the 322nd Bombardment Group
(Medium) arrived at Great Saling to become the
first unit of the Eighth Air Force’s 3rd Bomb
Wing. Since the Martin Marauders — with
which the Group was equipped — had served so
well in the Pacific in the low altitude attack role,
the commander of the Wing set the crews of the 322nd to train-
ing in low-level operations. For eight weeks they practiced and
learned, yet many of the officers held grave reservations as to the
practicability of operating the Marauder at low altitude over
Europe. They argued that the
German light flak

their bombs square on the target.
However, when the photo recon-

naissance aircraft returned from a sortie
over ljmuiden the next day, the men were
flabbergasted. There was no sign of dam-

age to be found anywhere near the power
station. No one could believe it. They had
seen their bombs go
down on target.
Then someone
r e m e m b e r e d

that they had used 500-pounders
with British 30-minute delay fuses.
The idea, which was standard
with the RAF
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