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Silhouetted against the dawn’s rising sun, a
force of nearly undetected Japanese Val
dive-bombers, Kate torpedo-bombers, and
Zero fighters roared into Battleship Row,

Ford Island, and surrounding Pearl Harbor bases
on 7 December 1941.

With Japan’s deadly sweep across the Pacific,
America was in dire need of long-range transport
aircraft. In late 1941, the US had only 55 four-
engine aircraft, the majority of which were com-
mercial airliners. Out of these, only eleven were
capable of transporting large loads of war materials
and men across great expanses of ocean and con-

tinents — these were the famed
Boeing B-314 and Glenn L. Martin
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Even though military camouflage paint
somewhat dulled the elegance of the Boeing
Clippers, all the power was still there
and that fact is well portrayed by
this view of a Clipper
charging through a wartime
sky. Note the use of large
American flags painted
underneath each
sponson.

Pre-war view of a Clipper at Treasure Island showing the overall aluminum
paint and the international orange identification stripe to aid sighting in case
the flying boat was forced down. In wartime, this was quickly eliminated.

M-130 flying boats designed specifically for
the commercial services of Pan
American World Airways System.

Military acquisition of these
flying boats — the largest being
the B-314s — was ordered on
12 December 1941, taking

effect the following afternoon
and just two-days after

the US

declared war on Germany. A month
before Pearl Harbor, there was dis-
cussion of a possible urgent
takeover of America’s commercial
aircraft. United States Air
Transport Association (ATA)
President Edgar S. Gorrell, knowing
war was inevitable, called airline
executives to Washington. In ses-
sion were such powerful figures as
C.R. Smith of American, Eastern’s
“Eddie” Rickenbacker, TWA’s Jack
Frye, and “Pat” Patterson of
United. Gorrell warned the men to
mobilize for war — to pool their
resources if they didn’t want the
government to take over their air-
lines in the event of a military con-
flict. Commercial aircraft were, at
that time, not all the plentiful

and the government, Gorrell warned,
would mold them into whatever
was deemed necessary

for war use.

No navigators were better than those employed by Pan American and these men
immediately proved their worth to a nation suddenly at war.


