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BY OPERATING AN A-26B INVADER, TIM AND JOB SAVAGE ARE
MAKING SURE OUR VETERANS ARE HONORED AND REMEMBERED

WHILE ALSO EDUCATING NEWER
GENERATIONS ON THE

IMPORTANCE OF AMERICA’S
EFFORT AND SACRIFICE
DURING WORLD WAR TWO

BY MICHAEL
O’LEARY
PHOTOGRAPHY BY DOUG FISHER
AND MICHAEL O’LEARY

Pulling the Silver
Dragon in tight to the
camera plane, John Lane opens the
aircraft’s massive bomb bay. This aircraft was
built at the Douglas factory in Long Beach and
immediately left for the European theater after a cross-country
flight to the east coast. The aircraft was assigned to the 8th Air Force
and the new Invaders began replacing Martin B-26 Marauders. Owner Tim
Savage comments, “Before we applied the Silver Dragon paint scheme, we
searched to see if we could find any photos of it in the ETO, but without luck. I
figure now we that we have the paint on the plane, someone will come up to us
at an airshow with a picture of 34104 in the ETO during the war!”

“Okay, Photo has the Invader in sight at 3 o’clock,”
said Tim Hutchinson after spotting the gleaming
Douglas A-26 in a turn at 3500-ft just southwest of
Chino Airport. 

“Tighten up you turn John and the Baron will pull into
formation.”

“Tightening up,” said Tim Savage and we were treated to a
view of the Invader’s long and elegant laminar flow wing as the
bank angle increased.

Veteran Warbird pilot and restorer John Lane was in the
A-26B’s left seat while owner/pilot Tim Savage was in the

right. This particular aircraft, along with the majority of
Invaders, is configured for single pilot operation so John was
doing the honors while Tim worked the radios and handled
some of the other tasks. Tim’s son Job was sitting behind the
two pilots and keeping an eye on everything going on in the
busy cockpit.

It was 28 April, right smack in the middle of the big Planes
of Fame annual airshow, and I had to pause for a moment to
visually admire the powerful yet refined lines of the twin-
engine Douglas. In recent issues, we have commented on the
downturn in numbers of some flyable Warbirds such as the

Consolidated PBY Catalina. Unfortunately, the same is true of
the Invader. It is not due to the lack of airframe availability or
extremely high acquisition cost — there is a solid base of A-26s
capable of being restored along with excellent parts availabili-
ty. Also, the Pratt & Whitney R-2800 radial — perhaps the
greatest radial engine of the Second World War — is also read-
ily available and several really good shops can overhaul the
engine. It would perhaps be easiest to compare the A-26 to the
North American B-25 Mitchell. Both are twin-engine WWII
bombers, but it seems the Mitchell has the greater recognition
factor and, hence, a higher monetary value. 

We asked Aero Trader’s Carl Scholl about that fact. “I
think a lot of it has to do with the fact that the B-25 is so rec-
ognizable with its twin tails combined with its participation in
the Doolittle Raid on Japan — perhaps one of the most daring
and best known American combat missions of WWII. Thus,
just about every person attending an airshow knows what a
Mitchell is,” said Scholl.

The Mitchell was pretty much a one-war aircraft and the
same certainly can’t be said about the Invader. Coming along
in time to see plenty of action during the closing stages of
fighting in Europe, the Invader would go on to compile an
incredible combat record during the Korean and Vietnam
Wars. The type would also participate in numerous smaller —
and often clandestine — combat actions across the globe.
Handling more like a fighter than a bomber, the A-26 is also
100-mph faster than the B-25 and is perhaps simply an aircraft

that has yet to come into its own on the
collector’s market.

That aside, let’s get back to the subject of our photo flight —
the Invader named Silver Dragon. Tim Savage is no stranger to
the Warbird Movement and is a self-described “fanatic” when it
comes to the great planes of the Second World War. “I became
interested — perhaps obsessed would be a better word — with
these aircraft as a pre-teen and it is an interest that has just kept
growing over the years.” Tim has been fortunate to be able to
own and fly a number of Warbirds, including a B-25J Mitchell.

Job Savage, who at age 15 shares a lot of his dad’s enthusi-
asm for the aircraft and history of WWII, is a big supporter of
Tim’s activities. “I sold the B-25 when Job was just five-years-
old so he has some — but not a lot — memories of flying with
me in the aircraft. I really wanted to support his growing inter-
est — much like other people supported my enthusiasm when I
was his age.”

During June 2014, Tim took Job on a guided tour from
Normandy to the Rhine to give him a sense of history regard-
ing the war and the American sacrifice freeing Europe. It was
the 70th anniversary of the D-Day landings so there were huge
crowds of spectators, lots of re-enactors, restored WWII vehi-
cles, and plenty of aircraft on the ground and in the air so
Job — along with Tim — was thrilled by what
they saw and learned.

“I have always been interested
in the A-26,” said Tim.
“Way back in
2000
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