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The new jet would be operating out of relatively short fields so
it needed exceptionally low-speed to land on the shorter strips.
This was obtained by the use of new triple-slotted trailing-edge
flaps, retractable leading-edge slats outboard of the taper break,
and Krueger flaps inboard on the clean 32-deg-sweep wing.

However, perhaps the most notable identification feature of
the new design was the aft-mounted installation for the power-
plants. Actually, this was nothing new since the Germans had
done it with Luftwaffe’s Ju 287 bomber in the final stages of the
Second World War and the concept had been carried over post-
war with France’s Sud-Aviation Caravelle twin-jet transport of
1955. The placement of the powerplants did have certain advan-
tages and these included increased ground clearance, reduced
cabin noise, and reduced trim problems in case one engine failed.

The use of a third engine in such a configuration had been

pioneered with the elegant Martin XB-51 bomber of 1948.
Boeing made the decision to cluster all three engines near the
tail — two in pods and one mounted under the vertical fin.
This was much the same pattern that had been developed for
Britain’s de Havilland DH-121 Trident — a direct rival for
the new and lucrative market. For engines, three Pratt &
Whitney JT8D turbofans fitted with thrust reversers (but not
sound suppressors) were developed specifically for the design.
A special design feature mixed bypass air with the jet exhaust
to reduce exit velocities and reduce noise. This let the 727
overcome the ban on jets at New York’s LaGuardia Airport
and thus become the first jet transport to operate from the
important field. However, by today’s standards the 727 is one
of the noisiest jets and can’t operate from some airports
because of that factor. Government noise restrictions led to a
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This March, well-known aviation photographer Jim Larsen had the
opportunity to record the last flight of the first Boeing 727. As we have
mentioned in previous issues, our earlier jet airliners are rapidly disap-
pearing — victims of time, changing economics, and a vast influx of
newer, more efficient aircraft. It is a very sad fact that few of these his-
toric machines have been preserved, indeed most have been scrapped.
However, through lots of incredibly hard work the first 727 has been
made airworthy and flown to its new home at the Museum of Flight
where it will serve as a continuing reminder of America’s commercial
aircraft dominance. We are going to take this opportunity to give a brief
overview of the 727 and why it is so important to avi-
ation history.

CREATING A NEW JET
The stunning success of the Boeing 707 — America’s first

commercial jet transport — led to a demand to create short-
er-range jets that would begin replacing piston-engine airlin-
ers handling such routes. The 707 spawned the shorter-range
720, but airlines wanted an all-new short- to medium-range
jet that would service those routes that were not economical-
ly feasible for the 720.

Boeing, never a company to throw away a good design con-
cept, got busy and utilized portions of the 707/720 design
including the upper fuselage structure. The new design was
called the 727 and in its first concept, the 727-100, it was
designed to have 70 all first-class passengers or up to 129 tourist

(that is what economy used to be called) class, or 28 first-class
with 66 tourist seats in a mixed configuration.

THROUGH HEROIC EFFORT, THE MUSEUM OF FLIGHT RESTORATION
FACILITY AND ITS FAITHFUL VOLUNTEER FORCE GOT THE FIRST

BOEING 727 READY FOR
A ONE-TIME FLIGHT TO
ITS NEW HOME AT
BOEING FIELD
PHOTOGRAPHY BY 
JIM LARSEN

Magnificent view of N7001U
against the Seattle skyline as the
historic transport heads to its final
home at Boeing Field. (Jim Larsen)

N7001U gets a fitting send-off from Paine Field. (Jim Larsen)

Final Flight


