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Crane was assigned as Gen. Brett’s
pilot and The Swoose flew more than
50-hrs a month throughout South
America. During a routine overhaul in
February 1944, the inner wing panels
were found to have cracks in the spars
along with significant corrosion to the
wing skins, horizontal, and vertical sta-
bilizers, and the undersurface of the
rear fuselage. The depot at Albrook
declared the airframe to be beyond
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November, Brett, and now Maj. Kurtz,
took The Swoose and arrived at Albrook
Field in the Canal Zone. In January
1943, The Swoose, as a combat type no
longer suitable for its primary mission,
was re-designated as an RB-17D. While
at Albrook Field, sometime between
November 1942 and April 1943, the
“bathtub” ventral gun position and dor-
sal observation blister above the flight
deck were removed. Brett used The
Swoose to travel throughout Latin
America, making formal visits and
often carrying heads of state on “orien-
tation flights.” The crew began painting

“Flags of the Countries We Visited” on
the starboard side of the nose and the
interior was modified for VIP use. 

In August of that year, Kurtz, now a
colonel, was re-assigned as command-
ing officer of the 463rd Bombardment
Group and Capt. Marvin Peterson
became pilot of The Swoose. Kurtz, as
noted earlier, immediately named his
new B-17G Swoose, 1944 Version.

On 19 September 1943, Capt. Jack
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THE SWOOSE IN
CENTERAL AND
SOUTH AMERICA

In November 1942, Gen. Brett
became Commanding Officer of the
Caribbean Defense Command. On 9
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The Swoose emerged from her overhaul on 30 May 1944 as a sleek silver airliner with
highly polished exterior and VIP interior. (NASM)

The Swoose at Fresno, California, in
August 1942. Note the original US Army
showing through the worn black
undersurface paint. (NMUSAF)

This photo, showing the well-worn lower surfaces, was taken at the Boeing Seattle
factory. (NMUSAF)

The Swoose returned  home to Seattle in late-August 1942.  This photo of her starboard side was
taken on 31 August 1942 at Seattle’s Boeing Field. (NASM)


