
On a gray, rain-splattered day during
January 1944, the ramp at Boeing
Field was covered with gleaming
natural metal B-17G Flying

Fortresses that had just rolled out of the fac-
tory or were undergoing final checks before
being delivered to the USAAF. One of
those four-engine warriors was USAAF s/n
42-97061, the subject of our article.

After being accepted, the bomber was
flown to the former United Air Lines
facility at Cheyenne, Wyoming, to be fit-
ted with the latest combat gear before
“shipping out” to Britain. Arriving at
Cheyenne on 24 January, the work took
less than a month before the combat-
ready bomber was winging its way to the
East Coast prior to crossing the Atlantic.

Initially assigned to the 457th Bomb
Group at RAF Glatton, the plane
arrived at that location on 13 March
1944. However, with a shuffle of paper-
work, the B-17G was reassigned to the
323rd Bomb Squadron, 91st Bomb
Group, at RAF Bassingbourn, arriving
there on 16 March.

At its new home, the bomber received
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the code OR*U but, more importantly,
42-97061 had been singled out for a
unique honor. One of the squadron artists
had painted a likeness of Gen. Dwight D.
Eisenhower on the bomber’s nose along
with the name General Ike. Shortly there-
after, Commanding General of Supreme
Headquarters, Allied Expeditionary
Forces (SHAEF) Eisenhower arrived at
Bassingbourn to christen “his” Fortress.

Staff Sergeant George A. Parrish of
Burlington, North Carolina, who would fly
four missions aboard General Ike during his
tour of duty, recalled the christening: “On
Tuesday, 11 April 1944, Gen. Eisenhower
arrived at the field to inspect the Group
and to christen the plane. A special plat-
form was constructed in front of the
bomber to permit the General to break a
bottle of Mississippi River water across the
front chin turret [a piece of armor plate
had been mounted in front of the turret to

make sure the bottle would break]. The bottle had come from the
effects of a downed airman who had brought it from the USA and
planned to drink it when he completed his tour of missions.”
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CHRISTENED BY AMERICA’S
MOST-FAMOUS GENERAL,
THIS B-17G WOULD GO ON
TO SURVIVE ITS TOUR OF
DUTY IN THE HOSTILE
SKIES OVER EUROPE

BY R.W. JACKSON
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The christening of the Flying Fortress was
heavily covered by the military

press for distribution to the
“folks back home.”

General Eisenhower is
on the extreme right,

pulling the wire
that smashed the

bottle of Mississippi
River water over the
chin turret. Note the

less-than-happy
expressions on the faces of

the two airmen on the
extreme left.

Classic USAAF public relations’ photograph of General Ike.

Fortresses of the 91st Bomb Group (Triangle A) unload on Berlin
during a 28 February 1945 mission.


