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There’s a war going on and when
you are just a lowly USAAF lieu-
tenant you tend to do what you
are ordered to do. At least 19 July

1944 was a decent day for flying, or so lst
Lt. Harry J. Walcott probably told himself
as he strapped into the cockpit of a flying
creation that, if he had his choice, he
would probably avoid at all cost. Easing
himself into the craft’s single seat,
Walcott was immediately assailed by a

pervasive smell — that
odor was glue.

It was 7:30 in the
morning at Wright
Field and the fore-
cast had been cor-
rect — ceiling
and visibility
were unlimited.

The Fairchild XBQ-3 after its
unexpected arrival in Mr. Cart’s

farm field. As can be seen,
the plywood aircraft quickly

became an attraction for the locals.

The less-than-successful AT-21
formed the basis for the XBQ-3.

Lieutenant Walcott pulled off a relatively skilled power-off landing with the flying bomb
prototype, getting the aircraft stopped before the looming stand of trees.

ended pretty much in failure. One spec-
tacular failure was already in the works,
although it is doubtful if the lieutenant
would have known about it or, if he did,
his knowledge would have been minimal. 

Thousands of miles away, Operation
Anvil (US Navy) and Operation
Aphrodite (USAAF) were being set in
place to utilize explosive-laden PB4Y-1
Liberators and B-17F Flying Fortresses in
attempt to destroy Nazi fortifications. The
modified USN Liberator was designated
as a BQ-8 and preparations were being
made in July to fly the first operational
Aphrodite missions in August. The pilots

were Lt. Joe Ken-
nedy and Lt.

Wilford John Willy.
Joe Kennedy’s brother John

was already fighting in the
Pacific aboard PT-Boats while
their father Joseph P. Kennedy

manipulated politicians back home.
Beyond the scope of this brief article, the
BQ-8 mission was a disaster and both
crewmen were killed — thus depriving
the Democratic party of a person that
many felt would be a front-runner in the
post-war presidential race. Discounting
the problems of these two perhaps overly
ambitious experiments, Lt. Walcott
would soon have his own set of serious
considerations to deal with.

The Fairchild XBQ-3 was derived
from the same company’s AT-21
Gunner. Built mainly of wood, the 
AT-21 was a response to a USAAF
edict for an “all-in-one trainer” that
could be utilized to train members of a
heavy bomber crew. At the
time, there was a bit of a

The plane was not new to Walcott, he
had already logged some 22-hrs and 35-
mins in the craft and the relative familiar-
ity with the machine had not bred any
particular fondness; far from it.

Walcott was a test pilot with the
Flight Test Branch, Engineering Division,
of Material Command and he had been
assigned to fly this particular aircraft to
determine the viability of using it as a fly-
ing bomb. The machine was the Fairchild
XBQ-3, USAAF s/n 43-25252, and it was
an unlovely beast from any angle.

Both the USAAF and USN had
become fascinated with the idea of utiliz-

ing remotely controlled “fly-
ing bombs” to hit vital

targets with pin-point
accuracy. Trouble is,

all their attempts had

satisfactory that the Air Corps instructed
Fairchild to convert the XAT-13 to
Rangers, the craft becoming the XAT-14A.
We say oddly, because the V-770 was
rapidly building a reputation — a bad rep-
utation. The plane was ordered into pro-
duction as the AT-14 Bombardier, but the
Army soon changed its mind and the air-
craft became the AT-21 — a trainer to be
utilized by fledgling gunners.

Hagerstown was already overcrowded
— building the fleet of new trainers need-
ed by the military. It was decided to move
production to a group of existing buildings
in Burlington, North Carolina. What
seemed to be a relatively simple program
was anything but. First, the military kept
changing requirements while not altering
the production schedule. Secondly, skilled
labor was difficult to come by. Third,
building an all-wood aircraft had its own
set of problems. Accordingly, by the end
of 1943 only two AT-21s were in USAAF

hands and the flow of medium

panic over the possible shortage of alu-
minum so the plan was to build the air-
craft of plastic-bonded laminated ply-
wood veneers — a type of construction
that Fairchild had previously employed
on other designs. The Duramold process,
as it was called, also had the advantage
of producing a very smooth surface. On
6 March 1941, the
then Air Corps
issued a con-
tract for what
was known

as the XAT-13 that would be powered
by two Pratt & Whitney R-1340s of
600-hp each. Construction proceeded
rapidly and the plane went aloft on 19
July 1942 from the company’s
Hagerstown factory where it was given
the rather odd name of Yankee Doodle.

The company was working on a second
prototype, but this would be
powered by two Ranger (owned
by Fairchild) V-770 inverted V-
12 engines. This craft was the

XAT-14 and, oddly, the
flight tests were so
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