
Described by some as “the loveliest aircraft in the show,” this Ryan ST-A was manufactured in 1939 and has a 125-hp
Menasco engine. Now owned by Peter Holloway, it is based at Old Warden, the home of the Shuttleworth Trust. It

formerly resided in Germany and arrived in the UK last year, to make its first post-reassembly flight in January 2016.
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Experience the American Air Museum Live” and “United
Through Flight” proclaimed the advertisement for
Duxford’s “American Air Show” that was held this May.
This air display, the first Duxford event on the 2016 cal-

endar, was to celebrate the reopening of the newly transformed
American Air Museum that tells the story of Anglo-American
military co-operation over the past 100 or so years. Every
Duxford airshow — and there are typically three weekends of
them scheduled every year — has its theme. This time, the
choice of an American one was obvious and too good of an
opportunity miss. 

Saturday 28 May dawned hazy, and your author found getting
onto the airfield and into the car park at around 0830 proved eas-
ier and less congested than expected. It was en route down the
M11 motorway that he learned from BBC Radio 4 the sobering
news of the loss of a P-47 and its pilot in the Hudson River in
New York the previous day. This Duxford was one of the first UK
air displays that would have to contend with the new Civil
Aviation Authority (CAA) rules and regulations regarding air-
show safety following last year’s tragic and game-changing
Hawker Hunter crash at Shoreham. How would they, in practice,
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affect the intimacy (the crowd’s closeness
to the airshow action) and the excite-
ment value that are surely integral parts of
the attraction of such events? These regu-
lations — and the costs involved — have
been given as at least part of the reason
for the cancellation in 2016 of a number
of previously annual UK airshows and the
nominal downgrading of others from “full
displays” to “open days where ad hoc fly-
ing may take place.” 

In the event, things at Duxford started
slowly, but began to improve rapidly as
the day — and the weekend — pro-
gressed. The weather, too, did its bit, with
the sun largely overcoming the haze to
give decent if not spectacularly clear con-
ditions by the time of Saturday’s flying.
No blue skies or white clouds, though!
The Imperial War Museum (IWM),
Duxford’s owner and the show’s organiser,
has this year taken the decision to make
its airshows advance ticket only, with
those on the entry gates instructed to turn
away people and cars that were not pre-booked. The reasons
given centred around the need to know exact number of persons
and cars expected on the airfield, thus allowing the organizers to
plan accordingly. That said, ticket sales were reputedly around
the 20,000 mark across the two-days, a figure surely below what
might have been hoped for, and vendors on the airfield were
heard to complain that visitors (and their wallets) were fewer
and further between than they would have liked. 

Special bus routes were put on to convey airshow attendees
from a park and ride site outside Cambridge, from Cambridge
itself and (a new route) from the nearby town of Royston. In the
past, and particularly for Flying Legends, Duxford’s biggest
crowd-puller, the availability of car parking has proved the ulti-
mate limiting factor on visitor numbers, and “Car Park Full”
notices have too often greeted would-be attendees who turned
up late in the day. The provision of further park and ride capaci-
ty — and bus routes — is thus a logical and welcome step.

The flying display was due to start Saturday at 1330 prompt. 
The flight line, though, already had a reasonably full comple-
ment of aircraft by the time Duxford opened its gates to the pub-
lic at 0800. While there was a definite American feel to the air-
craft present, many of the usual Duxford favorites were there as
well. Perhaps the most dominant presence was that of a CV-22B

Osprey, UK-based at RAF Mildenhall
where it serves with the 7th Special
Operations Squadron. This aircraft was
parked, nose-on to the crowd line and
with engine nacelles pointing upwards, at
the center of the jet pan. In front of it
were the inevitable trestle tables with
USAF personnel selling T-shirts, prints,
and patches and, to be fair, a number of
USAF crewmen very willing to discuss
any and every aspect of flying their new
tilt rotor. Their aircraft generated much
public interest and was open for tours
throughout the morning. Sadly, it was
never on the program to fly at Duxford,

although its planned departure for Mildenhall after the end of
Sunday’s flying display did cause many people to stay and watch
its rolling vertical takeoff from Runway 06. 

A popular feature of Duxford airshows is the morning flight
line walk, where visitors can pay $9 and tour the flightline to
take photographs of the participating aircraft and (sometimes)
their pilots and suitably-dressed re-enactors. This activity is well
organised and seems to prove a good money-spinner for the
IWM; the public are kept strictly on the concrete of the taxiway
(“no stepping out onto the grass”) and the demarcation line is
policed by marshals, Air Cadets, and the like. The aircraft them-
selves are parked nose-on to the taxiway, thus giving an unob-
structed photographic view. The only real problem is the orien-
tation of the Duxford airfield layout, as the sun (if there is any!)
is for almost the whole day behind the flight line and, indeed,
behind the runway, which makes for challenging photography.
This, though, is not a criticism that can fairly be made of the
present-day IWM; rather, it is the result of decisions taken when
the RAF first started laying out Duxford airfield in 1918. 

The USAF presence in the UK is far reduced in scale from
Cold War days. Only two active flying bases remain, these being
at RAF Mildenhall (flight refuelling tankers and transport air-
head) and RAF Lakenheath (F-15C/E and Pave Hawk heli-

Flying as a “Mitsubishi A6M Zero” F-AZRO, Aérorétro’s example took
part in the “Pacific and Pearl Harbor” set piece towards the end of the

show. Even a cursory view of the aircraft will give clues to its
parentage; clearly either Mummy or Daddy was of North American

origin, and in fact much of the airframe is from a T-6 Texan. 

T-28 Fennec in French Armée de l’Air
markings. This type was achieved by the
rebuilding of a number of ex-USAF T-28A
Trojans by Sud Aviation in France as a
ground attack COIN (counter insurgency)
aircraft, with four under-wing hard points,
primarily for use in defense of French
interests in Africa. This example carries the
blue, white, and red French roundels and
the legend “Fennec No. 142” on the fin,
and is civil registered as G-TROY. 

A low pass by The Fighter Collection’s natural metal P-40C 41-13357.
It carries the scheme of 39-159, a P-40C that was stripped of its Olive
Drab camouflage scheme in favour of bare metal for use as a “hack”
for high-ranking USAAF officers at Chanute Field.

The Great War Display Team’s Fokker Dr. 1 replica, pictured on
takeoff. This aircraft carries the serial 556/17 and the paint scheme
of an aircraft flown by Leutnant Ludwig "Lutz" Beckmann of Jasta 6
in March 1918, which was at that time based at Lechelle, France.
Displaying with two 7/8th scale Royal Aircraft Factory SE.5a
replicas, the Team flew an intense and closely-spaced routine that
brought alive the required skills of air combat in WWI. 

On static display throughout the weekend
— but not in the flying display — was
USAFE CV-22B Osprey 12-0063 from the
7th Special Operations Squadron. It was
open to the public for tours throughout the
day and proved a big draw when it finally
took off on the Sunday evening to return
the short distance home to Mildenhall. 

The Norwegian Spitfire Foundation’s P-51D comes in to land at
Duxford with the canopy pushed back. Its pilot on the Sunday was
Eskil Amdal, a Royal Norwegian Air Force test pilot for F-16s and
F-35s who also instructs on historic aircraft types.  


